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    James Levi plays taps at Water’s ceremony Toowong                                         Confederate Christmas camp
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Christmas in the 1860’s

Editor:
“Here we are, here we are, here we are again, all good friends and jolly good company” 

So went the words of a popular old time music hall song. It’s Christmas 2007. Time to wish some old time good will to all. A time for families to come together and share gifts, a time for merry making. 

As members of the Round Table, we spend a lot of our time studying and discussing various battles of the War Between the States, its life and times, politics and intrigues, all in an attempt to gain insight into what life was like during the travails of a most uncivil war. 

At Christmas, probably the most poignant and significant moment in every soldier’s life with both the North and South is the annual festive season, for many it is a torment being so far from home and family, for a lucky few it is a wonderful time with games like Chase The Pig, open air campfire concerts, parcels and special food treats. It seems nothing much has changed. I am as guilty as any of assuming that Christmas then would have been totally different to that experienced today but apart from modern conveniences and affluence, it seems it was not. Some families, with their simple Christmas fare and home made decorations, experience exactly the same things today in spite of the commercialism of Christmas that began as early as the 1840’s. It was then that Americans began to copy the popular fads of Europe. These fads are based largely on Victorian influences and in particular Prince Albert who introduced the German way of celebrating Christmas with decorated pine trees and a very familiar Father Christmas portrayed as a jolly, fat, old and a bewhiskered man, much as we know him today. Christmas cards are popular and all of the same carols we sing today were sung on both sides of the Mason Dixon line. Coca Cola later adopted their red brand colour to Santa’s costume but Santa’s gear is significantly different, at least in the North. 

Harpers Weekly is a good source of illustrations of the times and the humour of the day is remarkably similar to the cartoon style that festoons our magazines, shops and cards today  although very much of the period in costume and starchy style. One cartoonist, or perhaps it would be better to describe him as an illustrator, Thomas Nast, worked tirelessly for Harpers Weekly to fill it with mirth and pathos related to the war. At Christmas his skills with the pen shine brightly, so great are his images of Santa and his popularity that he had Santa don a blue costume with white trim and bright brass buttons and enlist with the Federal army. Lincoln, the master politician always ready to embrace effective propaganda, was moved to say, “Santa is the best recruiting sergeant the North has ever had.” 
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Santa joins the US in blue

Pictures courtesy Fort Ward Museum

The war didn’t stop Santa delivering presents to Southern children each Christmas, despite Nast’s US depiction above.

In 1863 Harper’s Weekly wrote, “Ought it not be a Merry Christmas? Even with all the sorrow that hangs and will forever hang over so many households; even while war still rages; even while there are serious questions yet to be settled, ought it not to be and is it not a Merry Christmas?”

Around campfires soldiers rejoice or sometimes are heard singing mournful versions of well known Christmas carols as hearts ache for home. “It came upon a midnight clear,” “Oh little town of Bethlehem,” and “Away in a manger,” were all favourites then.

The sadness of the times is evidenced in correspondence sent back by the troops. Robert Gould Shaw, later famed for commanding the Union’s African American soldiers in battle, wrote, while a 2nd Lieutenant in the Massachusetts Infantry, about sentry duty near Frederick, “It is Christmas morning and I hope a happy and merry one for you all, though it looks so stormy for our poor country, one can hardly be in a merry humour.” Shaw dies leading his men into battle.

On the other side of lines, with the Battle of Fredericksburg over, the Confederate Army is in winter quarters at Moss Neck on the Corbin plantation in Caroline County.

A festive air fills J.E.B. Stuart’s tent. His band of musicians and entertainers are in full flight as were a bird mimic, a bones player, a Virginian breakdown dancer and a couple of fiddlers.
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Christmas with Jackson and Stuart

Sam Sweeney is star attraction. He plays banjo both in camp and the saddle. Stuart is renowned for singing while riding, Sweeny rides behind and provides accompaniment. Stuart’s favourites are “Lorena,” or the heart stirring song “Jine the cavalry.”
This Christmas night Stuart’s large tent is filled with cavalry officers, Stuarts wife Flora and other wives. The feast is said to be bountiful provided by grateful neighbours. Chicken, turkey, ham, sweet potatoes and a large number of eggs. However liquid spirits are carefully hidden out of sight for Stuart is a tee-totaler and allows no drinking, discourteous behaviour or swearing in the ranks. A hard call for the rough-shod men of his cavalry.
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This autographed image, (above) courtesy Free Lance-Star, appears in a story by Barbara Crookshanks, 12th December 2005. She tells the story of a daring Christmas day raid by Stuart ordered by Lee.

That Christmas eve, J.E.B Stuart knew they would be back in the saddle early Christmas morning conducting a major raid north along the heavily patrolled highway from Fredericksburg to Washington.

Stuart’s raid is a complete success taking 170 prisoners and several wagon trains. Near Alexandria, at Burke’s Station, he takes over the Union telegraph office and sends a cheeky message to the Union Quartermaster General informing him, “The quality of your Yankee mules leaves a lot to be desired and interfered with moving the wagons we captured.” 

They return from the daring raid on New Year’s Day via Culpepper, having lost one man, 13 wounded and 14 missing, to the loss of over 100 Union men. A fine Christmas present for Jeff Davis on the home front and yet another blow for Lincoln.

4th Kentucky’s Orphan Brigade member Johnny Green, bewails the need to constantly defend his homeland when he says, ” Peace on Earth, Good Will to men should prevail. We certainly would preserve the peace if they would go home and let us alone.”

The same story is told in countless letters home. The service men want to be home with their families and this could account for the 14 missing men in Stuart’s raid.  Such desertions at Christmas are common but no matter what the excuse, they often end with a firing squad. So for many, each Christmas is a cold and sad moment filled with thoughts of home and longing for loved ones.
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Director of the Australian Veterans Website www.acwv.info/ James Gray says, “That loneliness felt by the veterans at Christmas, continues into eternity as many a veteran found an unmarked grave. At least,” he says, “there are 15 war veterans families (all Union) whose ancestors will have a final remembrance this Christmas, with newly installed headstones and memorial markers acquired with the appreciation of their descendants. The latest being Joseph Wareham at Karori cemetery in New Zealand’s capitol city Wellington. For many of these descendants this will be the first Christmas they’ll be able to visit their ancestors’ graves and give due appreciation for their valiant services to mankind. Two significant ACWRTQ events this year ensured proper markers for veterans, William Waters in Toowong cemetery and Adam Walsh in Bundaberg General cemetery.”
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1865. Not Such a Nice End.

While Union men, Waters and Walsh have at last a fitting memorial and conclusion to the events of their day, it is not such a nice end for the South at war’s conclusion. After the war, the North is bent on punishing Southerners, Confederate officers are being rounded up, imprisoned and some executed, merely for serving the call of their country. In August 1865, President Andrew Johnson orders charges against Confederate Generals and public servants be dropped, no such amnesty is afforded others, including Captain Henry Wirz, commander of the Andersonville prisoner of war camp. His trial is a mockery of justice as only witnesses willing to testify against him are allowed in court. He is hanged, November 10th 1865, after refusing to comply with an offer of leniency if he testifies against President Jefferson Davis. This kind of rough justice sees many flee into exile; whole communities take an exodus to Mexico and South America, where descendants exist to this day. The scatter is world-wide, ten thousand Southern leaders went into exile. As a large group rides across the Rio Grande River, Brigadier General Joseph Shelby tosses the black feather from his hat into the swirling river while others release honoured Confederate battle flags into the water in solemn respect and as a farewell gesture. 

Jubal Early disguises himself as a hayseed farmer wandering the country undetected, eventually settling in Niagara, Canada where a colony of exiles reside. 

It isn’t until Christmas 1868 that sanity begins to return to America. President Johnson lowers many of the barriers that force so many Americans to flee their own country with a full pardon. Under the terms, an unconditional pardon is granted to all war participants except civil and military officials of high rank. 75% of Confederates return to their homes but an estimated 2,500 could and would never return. It is the highest migration out of the country ever experienced in US history at a time when it is desperately short of manpower. 
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The Trace Scalf Family (ACWRTQ) pictured above. This mirrors the image most soldiers carry with them to the battlefield. Thoughts of home and the family at Christmas tear at their hearts. There are few who can enjoy leave and some choose to desert but fully intend returning to their units. Sadly some of these face the firing squad when they do return or are captured. Jackson and Stuart would not tolerate desertion for any reason.

On the home front, different kinds of pines, holly, ivy and mistletoe decorate homes. While many families spend Christmas alone they still put up a Christmas tree as centrepiece although sometimes it is quite small and perches on a table.

Decorations were usually homemade with strings of dried fruit, popcorn and pinecones. Coloured crepe paper, silver foil and sometimes glass are popular items and Santa always comes secretly at night with something for the children such as hand carved toys, homemade fruit, cakes and nuts.

It is inevitable that the custom would find its way onto the battlefield and into camp life.

Alfred Bellard of the 5th New Jersey, camped by the Potomac River says, “In order to make it look like Christmas…a small tree was stuck up in front of our tent, decked off with hard tack and pork, in lieu of cakes and oranges.” 

Of course if you are an officer and son of a plantation owning family with some influence your Christmas could have been altogether different.
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One Southerner, James Holloway, sends a letter home from Dranesville Virginia. Feeling the pain of separation he writes, “You have no idea how lonesome I feel this day. It’s the first time in my life I’m away from loved ones at home.” You can see what he might have been missing. 

Ella Gertrude Thomas of Augusta, Georgia tells of Christmas eve 1863, “Mary Bell has been told that Santa Claus has not been able to run the blockade and has gone to war, yet at this late hour when I went upstairs, the trusting faith of childhood, they had hung their little socks and stockings in case Santa did come… invoking Santa Claus’ aid I was enabled, when their little eyes opened, to enjoy their pleasure to find cake and money in their socks.”
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Sometimes Santa works behind the lines to bring cheer. Following General Sherman’s capture of Savannah, Georgia about 90 Michigan men and their captain give a token of charity to Southern civilians living outside the city. Christmas day they load several wagons of food and supplies and distribute them to the people in the ravaged countryside. The mules pulling the wagons have tree-branch antlers strapped to their heads. 
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Bugle correspondent Jim Gray 
(ACWRTQ Quartermaster.)
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Generals Simon Bolivar Buckner

In the South nothing brought a bit of Christmas cheer better than a sip or three of Mint Julep but what is Mint Julep and how do you make it? The best answer comes from a letter written by Lt. Gen. Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr. USA VMI -1906, West Point -1908, Killed on Okinawa, 18 June 1945 to Major General Wm. D. Connor, superintendent of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point - 30 March 1937. You could just take a list of the ingredients; but it wouldn't be the same.
My Dear General Conner, 
Your letter requesting my formula for mixing mint juleps leaves me in the same position in which Captain Barber found himself when asked how he was able to carve the image of an elephant from a block of wood. He said that it was a simple process consisting merely of whittling off the part that didn't look like an elephant! 

The preparation of the quintessence of gentlemanly beverages can be described only in like terms. A mint julep is not a product of a formula. It is a ceremony and must be performed by a gentleman possessing a true sense of the artistic; a deep reverence for the ingredients and a proper appreciation of the occasion. It is a rite that must not be entrusted to a novice, a statistician nor a Yankee! It is a heritage of the Old South; an emblem of hospitality and a vehicle in which noble minds can travel together upon the flower-strewn paths of a happy and congenial thought. So far as the mere mechanics of the operation are concerned, the procedure, stripped of its ceremonial embellishments, can be described as follows: 

Go to a spring where cool, crystal-clear water bubbles from under a bank of dew-washed ferns; in a consecrated vessel, dip up a little water at the source. Follow the stream thru its banks of green moss and wild flowers until it broadens and trickles thru beds of mint growing in aromatic profusion and waving softly in the summer breeze. Gather the sweetest and tenderest shoots and gently carry them home. Go to the sideboard and select a decanter of Kentucky Bourbon distilled by a master hand, mellowed with age, yet still vigorous and inspiring. An ancestral sugar bowl, a row of silver goblets, some spoons and some ice and you are ready to start. 

Into a canvas bag, pound twice as much ice as you think you will need. Make it fine as snow, keep it dry and do not allow it to degenerate into slush. 

Into each goblet, put a slightly heaping teaspoonful of granulated sugar, barely cover this with spring water and slightly bruise one mint leaf into this, leaving the spoon in the goblet. Then pour elixir from the decanter until the goblets are about one-fourth full. Fill the goblets with snowy ice, sprinkling in a small amount of sugar as you fill. Wipe the outside of the goblets dry, and embellish copiously with mint.

Then comes the delicate and important operation of frosting. By proper manipulation of the spoons, the ingredients are circulated and blended until nature, wishing to take a further hand and add another of its beautiful phenomena, encrusts the whole in a glistening coat of white frost; thus, harmoniously blended by the deft touches of a skilled hand, you have a beverage eminently appropriate for honorable men and beautiful women.

When all is ready, assemble your guests on the porch or in the garden where the aroma of the juleps will rise heavenward and make the birds sing. Propose a worthy toast, raise the goblets to your lips, bury your nose in the mint, inhale a deep breath of its fragrance and sip the nectar of the gods! 

Being overcome with thirst I can write no further.

Sincerely

Lt Gen Buckner Jr.

Editor’s note: Simon Bolivar Buckner was the son of the famous Civil War General of the same name who yielded to Grant’s demand for unconditional surrender at the Battle of Fort Donelson in 1862. The veteran later became Governer of Kentucky and ran unsuccessfully for US President as a Democrat. Mint Julep is probably the South’s greatest contribution to civilized drinking. Mint Julep first appeared in print in 1803 and was described as, “A dram of spirituous liquor that has mint in it, taken by Virginians in the morning.”

Recipe:

4 fresh mint sprigs

2½ oz Bourbon whiskey

1 tsp powdered sugar

2 tsp water

Muddle mint leaves, powdered sugar and water in a Collins glass. Fill with shaved or crushed ice and garnish with a mint sprig. Serve with a straw. 
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James Latimer Revealed


Photo courtesy Beenleigh Public Library/ Keith Latimer

Editor: I have been in touch with two more of James Latimer’s descendants, Keith Latimer and US resident Dr Clive Burton. Beenleigh Public Librarian Pat Fischer has also been very helpful in research. For the first time we can see what the former Missouri Militia man looked like. I will be able to greatly add to my research and story on our local Ormeau veteran buried at Pimpama and a story will be forthcoming in a future edition of The Bugle. Latimer features prominently in a veteran’s display set up by Jim Gray and myself at the Beenleigh Historic Village. It awaits installation of the Gettysburg Diorama.


Reenacting:

The ACWRTQ consists of enthusiasts for both sides of the conflict coming together in harmony to discuss, research and relive the historic moments of the War Between the States. It is as important for the writer to learn from the re enactor as it is for the re-enactor to learn from the writer and in this way more sharply focus on life in those hard times.

Re enacting has a positive role to play in study of the war as it lifts from pages of history and plants reality on the field for all to see, feel, smell and hear. The sound of a bugle, the smell of black powder and the campfire, the sight of men in ranks carrying the flag the touch of cold steel. Sometimes the camps and marches can be pretty tough but a spirit of camaraderie surfaces, similar to that experienced during the war and that too is a significant adjunct to history.


In the field Paul Norris


ACWRTQ Christmas Party.

A SPECIAL EVENT THIS YEAR.

All expected!!
WHERE: Newstead Park, Breakfast Creek Rd, Newstead
WHEN: Sunday 16 December
STARTS: 12 PM (midday) come early and socialize.
INCLUDES:  Tour adjacent Newstead House (built 1846) Museum. All entry fees paid by ACWRTQ.
MEET: near the Australian/American War Memorial facing Brisbane River.
Meat, Bread & Salad provided by ACWRTQ; BYO drinks and anything else. Possible photo opportunity of club members in period dress at Newstead House will be advised.
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
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Coming ACWRTQ Events for 2008 (Tentative)

     President Jack Ford

Note: The monthly drill sessions are usually held last Saturday of the month at Fort Lytton. These drill sessions may also include artillery drill (if either of the two mountain howitzers are available). Some of the designated drill sessions may be held on a farm at Caboolture or at the Saga Vikings Camp and will be campaign-style camp-outs where you only bring what you can carry. Both Union and Confederate re-enactors are most welcome at these drill sessions, just wear what you feel comfortable wearing (no nudists please!) 

It has also been proposed that the ACWRTQ host a Civil War period style dance, possibly at the Petrie site, though no date has, as yet, been set for this social occasion. 

January: 

8th (the second Tuesday of the month) - First ACWRTQ club meeting for 2008 at Coorparoo RSL, 45 Holdsworth St.. Coorparoo . Commences 7. 30 PM. 
Club membership dues for 2008 are due to be paid before or at this meeting. 

26th - NO DRILL SESSION due to this being Australia Day public holiday long weekend and also the last weekend of the school holidays.

February: 

12th - ACWRTQ club meeting. 
10th - Drill session.

March: 

11th - ACWRTQ club meeting 
8th - Drill session.

April: 

8th - ACWRTQ club meeting 
26TH - NO DRILL SESSION due to this being Anzac Day public holiday long weekend.

May: 

3-4th This is Qld Labour Day long weekend (Saturday & Sunday only) Glen Innes Celtic Festival in northern New South Wales- the 44th Georgia Infantry Regiment will combine with the 62nd New York Infantry Regiment (including the ACWRTQ's Union re-enactors) to re-enact the attack against Cobb's Georgia Irish Legion by the Union Irish Brigade at Marye's Heights during the 1862 Battle of Fredericksburg. The club is also invited to attend the Celtic Festival's opening parade on Friday 2 May. Monday 5th May is the Labour Day public holiday in Qld only. 
13th - ACWRTQ club meeting 
31st - Drill session.

June: 

7-8th Queen's Birthday Long Weekend (Saturday & Sunday only) History Alive at Fort Lytton National Park 
10th - ACWRTQ Annual General Meeting (the new club executive is elected) 
28th - Drill Session.

July: 

8th - ACWRTQ club meeting 
26th - Drill session to be held at the Esk Multicultural Festival. Invitation pending.

August: 

12th - ACWRTQ club meeting 
30th Drill session 
September: 

9th - ACWRTQ club meeting 
27th Drill session 
27-28th (Saturday & Sunday) Drill session at Redcliffe Militaria Fair. Invitation pending.

October: 

4-5th - “Tamnick” (for black-powder clubs only) in Victoria. 
14th - ACWRTQ club meeting 
25-26th (Saturday & Sunday) Possible drill session at Gold Coast Medieval & Miltaria Fair. Invitation pending.

November: 

11h - ACWRTQ club meeting 
29th Drill session.

December: 

ACWRTQ Christmas Party - date to be announced 
27th December - NO DRILL SESSION due to the Christmas & New Year holidays. 
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Donation for the Cause

Bugle Correspondent and ACWRTQ Secretary Greg Noonan.

At its November meeting, ACWRTQ members voted to donate $100 to the Lee Chapel and Museum restoration or endowment fund at the Washington & Lee University in Lexington, Virginia. The chapel is the resting place of Robert E. Lee, who in 1865 was appointed as Washington College president.  The college was renamed shortly after his death in October 1870.

The donation decision was made after the fundraising campaign chairman Bill Latture wrote to the club laying out the campaign’s aims to raise money for both the chapel’s restoration and an endowment for its future upkeep, maintenance of the building and the museum’s collection, public education and staff salaries. Bill Latture wrote, “I am sure you know, Lee is buried in Lee Chapel on the campus of Washington and Lee University in Lexington, VA.  I am serving as chairman of the Lee Chapel & Museum campaign to raise $6 million - $1 million of which is to renovate the museum (already raised and completed) and $5 million to create a permanent endowment for the perpetual care of the chapel and museum.” Mr Latture continues, “I am pleased to report that we have raised nearly $2.7 million in our first year, but we still have a way to go.”

Mr Latture also paid tribute to Lee as an innovative educator and a far-sighted administrator.

“Attuned to new ideas, Lee advanced modern professional studies along with the traditional classical curriculum.”

Even with failing health, Lee was planning schools of commerce, agriculture, medicine, journalism, engineering and law—to prepare young men to help heal the decimated South.  He stressed civility and replaced strict disciplinary rules for students with a single code of conduct—the Honour Code—based on truth, honesty and courtesy still administered today by W&L students.

“Collections are the basis of any fine museum,” says Mr Latture, “and this endowment will provide funding for strategic acquisitions that are critical to the vitality and improved quality of the entire collection.” 

Lee Chapel & Museum is a National Historic Landmark attracting almost 60,000 visitors, including nearly 5000 school children, each year.

The ACWRTQ also received a warm response from the university’s special projects manager Ronni Gardner. Abridged email correspondence from both Mr Latture and Ms Gardner follow:

Greg,
Thanks so much for your email of earlier in the week.  We will try to make sure that you are kept aware of our campaign progress and do appreciate your interest and support so very much.
Sincerely, 
Bill Latture
Dear Mr Noonan,

What a pleasure to receive your email this morning.  We are delighted to have your support and truly appreciate you getting in touch with us, Bill Latture is an outstanding chairman of our campaign and will take great pleasure in knowing the American Civil War Round Table of Queensland is supporting this important effort.

The best way to make a gift is to send a money order, payable to Washington and Lee University, directly to me at:

 Ms Ronni M. Gardner

Office of Development

Washington and Lee University

204 West Washington Street

Lexington, Virginia. 24450

 

I will be sure that your contribution gets earmarked to the Lee Chapel & Museum endowment campaign. I hope you have a wonderful Thanksgiving.  Many thanks again for your generous support. All my best,

Ronni Gardner 

 

The ACWRTQ also intends to raise more for the fund via a raffle of a Lee biography at the club’s Christmas function at Newstead House in Brisbane on December 16.


Let The Past Live In You

It’s been said that you can’t live in the past. An Indigenous Australian corrected that adage by saying “Oh yes but the past can live in you.”  This is an admirable sentiment.

Let the past live in you, join The American Civil War Round Table Queensland and experience past-times. 

Share in research, attend regular meetings, participate in public and Living History events, wear the uniforms or costumes of the period and enjoy social activities and shooting black powder weapons of the period. (Licensed fire-arms users only.) A prime activity of the group is locating and rededicating graves of Civil War veterans who died in Queensland. 

Visit the website www.acwrtq.com/j-intro.html
Phone ACWRTQ President Jack Ford: 07 32663534. We need your help to drive our historical society forward. To help in the search for lost veterans but also to join us in re-enactments, socialising, collecting, sharing information and stories and letting the past live in you.

Editor: This newsletter is produced entirely for the purposes of study and the right to review. No photographs or text may be reproduced for any other purpose. Where possible all photographs are credited with sources. Ownership of all illustrations belongs with the original copyright owner in all cases.


On behalf of the President and members of ACWRTQ we wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2008.
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